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_The national deht being extinguished, and the national

I X

Treusury abuadantly supplied with revenue by the existing
tariff, which none seems disposed to disturb; the future dis-
position- of the public lands, or the revenue arising there-
from,-becomes a question of deep concerninent; especially
to the .older members of: the confederacy. Various. propos
sitions.having been made in relation to this subject, at differs
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conflicting with the interests and just rights of this.State,
it has appeared to us proper to present the question to your
consideration for such action on your part as, under all the
circumstances, shall. seem meet and expedient. That- this
domain is the common property of the Union, ga.nno_t;.‘mt_h
propriety, be denied. A very large portion or it was ae-
quired by the blood and treasure of the original States, and
the residue purchased by funds equally,contnb,uted;._,by;a‘ll.
What semblance of jusice then there can jbe.found for be-
atowingit, gratuitously, upon the States within whose borr
ders it happens to lie, it is difficult, if not impossible, to
perceive. Reducing the price at which these Lands: shall
be sold 6 a mere nominal sum, or at all below the rate-
now. fixed, appears to he no less, if not more, objectionable;
for this.would equally deprive us of our rightful claim to a
participation of their fair value. The abundance and cheap-
ness of the Public Lands have long been serious obstacles
to the growth and prosperity of most of the Atlantic States,
and to few, if any, more sO than tc Maryland. .We would
not be understood, as wishing, in any manaer, o impede the
fortunes of such of our fellow citizens, as may: choose to
smigrate, with the hope of bettering their condition; neitber
afe we actuafed by the least feelings qf unkinidness towards
our younger Sisters of the West; but 1t would be unnatural
and ggjggg to all the old States, nol to insist upon our md:sp:_x-
table night, at least, to a fuir proportion of the proper avails
of this common property; to be applied to such objects
within our own borders as the wants and interests of the
community may diciaie.

V¥ hiist ihe INaiional Debt exisied no claim was advanced
for participation in the avails of these Lands, because they
were known to be pledged for its redemption; but now that
it is extinguished, the propriety of urging such ciaim upon
the justice of the Federal Government, must be admitted.—
¥ar from complaimng of the liberal grants of this property,
heretofore made to the new States for purposes of Ed:ca-
tion and Internal Improvements, Maryland has withessed
them with pleasure: but while she exults in their prosperity,
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